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Geauga County Commissioners Honored with Statewide 
Award for Collaborative Excellence from Ohio Public Transit 

Association 
 
CHARDON, OH — The Ohio Public Transit Association (OPTA) has recognized the 
Geauga County Commissioners with the 2025 Excellence Award for Collaborative 
Excellence for their successful partnership with Laketran to enhance public 
transportation services across Geauga County. 
 
The award was presented at the Best of the Midwest Transit Conference & Expo 2025, 
hosted by OPTA in Columbus. Geauga County Commissioner Carolyn Brakey accepted 
the award on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners. 
 
“This recognition is truly an honor for Geauga County,” said Commissioner Brakey. 
“When we made the decision to partner with Laketran to manage Geauga Transit, our 
goal was simple—to improve access, reliability, and efficiency for the residents who 
depend on public transportation. This award affirms that collaboration works, and I’m 
proud of what our teams have accomplished together.” 
 
In July 2023, the Geauga County Commissioners entered into a management 
partnership with Laketran, the regional transit authority serving neighboring Lake 
County. The collaboration has led to a successful rebranding of Geauga Transit, a 
modernization of its website, and the introduction of new propane-powered buses that 
improve both sustainability and cost efficiency. 
 
Since the transition, ridership has increased by 16%, with new grant funding secured to 
expand mobility and workforce transportation options throughout Geauga County. 
 
Commissioner Brakey added, “This partnership has brought new energy and innovation 
to our transit services. Together, we’re making transportation more accessible and 
sustainable for our community, setting an example for how regional collaboration can 
make government more effective.” 
 
Laketran CEO Ben Capelle commended OPTA for recognizing the partnership, noting 
that the collaboration demonstrates what’s possible when agencies work together to 
strengthen regional mobility. 
 
“We’re grateful to OPTA for honoring this effort and recognizing the value of 
collaboration across county lines,” said Capelle. “Geauga County has been a  
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tremendous partner, and together we’ve shown that by aligning our resources and 
expertise, we can elevate public transit in the region. We look forward to pursuing new 
funding opportunities that will continue to improve cross-county connections and expand 
access for residents in both communities.” 
 
The Collaborative Excellence Award celebrates partnerships that demonstrate 
innovation, coordination, and measurable improvements in public transportation service 
delivery. 
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