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Geauga Transit Celebrates 50 Years of Service with a
Community Open House on September 30

Geauga County, Ohio — Geauga Transit’s 50th Anniversary Open House will welcome
community members on Wednesday, September 30, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the
Geauga Transit facility, 12555 Merritt Road, Chardon, Ohio. Residents, community partners,
elected officials, and supporters are invited to join in celebrating five decades of public
transportation service to Geauga County.

The free open house will provide visitors with an opportunity to tour the facility, meet staff, view
transit vehicles, and learn how Geauga Transit has evolved over the past 50 years to meet the
transportation needs of county residents. Today, the agency provides countywide demand-
response transportation, helping residents access medical appointments, employment,
shopping, recreation, and other essential destinations throughout Geauga County.

Founded in 1976 through a grant awarded to Geauga County Commissioners by the Ohio
Department of Transportation and the Federal Transit Administration, Geauga Transit began
operations with just one sedan and one station wagon, headquartered on the Chardon Square
to serve local residents.

Over the decades, the organization has grown into a vital public service, operating accessible
vehicles and providing transportation that enhances mobility and quality of life for people across
the county.

A few major milestones included:

e In 1987 a new facility was built on Merritt Road for Geauga Transit.

o By 1998, Geauga Transit implemented a computerized scheduling software system and
increased ridership through many community partnerships.

e In 2002, Geauga Transit built an addition on to the facility which made it possible to
park the vehicles inside and provide an area for the mechanic to maintain the vehicles.
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e In July 2023, Geauga Transit partnered with Laketran, under contract by the Geauga
County Commissioners. The partnership is to improve Geauga Transit’s access to state
and federal funding to be able to provide more transit service throughout Geauga
County.

e In 2024, Geauga Transit installed a propane fueling station for the addition of 6 new
propane buses.

e In 2026, Geauga Transit received the largest federal investment in its history - $2 million
from ODOT’s Workforce Mobility grant program — to expand transit to improve job
access and cross-county connectivity.

All of this growth has been made possible, in large part, through grants from the Ohio
Department of Transportation and Federal Transit Administration.

“Fifty years of service is a major milestone for Geauga Transit and Geauga County,” said
JoAnna Santilli, Director of Geauga Transit. “We are proud of our history and grateful to the
riders, employees, community leaders, vendors, and other partners who have helped make
reliable transportation available to generations of Geauga County residents.”

Guests attending the open house will learn about the agency’s history, current services, and
future plans while enjoying refreshments and commemorating this significant anniversary.

Event Details:

What: Geauga Transit’s 50th Anniversary Open House

When: Wednesday, September 30, 11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Where: Geauga Transit, 12555 Merritt Road, Chardon, OH 44024
Who: Open to the public

To help with planning, attendees are encouraged to RSVP to jsantilli@geaugatransit.org or 440-
754-5550.
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About Geauga Transit

Geauga Transit is the public transportation provider for Geauga County, Ohio, providing over
30,000 door-to-door trips annually to help community members, seniors, people with disabilities
and the Amish have access to jobs, healthcare, and community resources.
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